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VETERAN’S DAY
Is observed every year on November 11th. It evolved from Armistice Day, which
was proclaimed in 1919 by president Woodrow Wilson.
A few of our veterans (American Legion) on Memorial Day about 11 years ago.

Town of Northampton Highway Superintendents and Crew
In 1791 Elijah Sheldon and Calvin Young are recorded as Commissioners of Highways and in 1795,
Calvin Young, Alexander Murray and Peter Hubbell. In 1795 the first road was laid out. Within the
next few years roads were laid out through other
parts of the town. According to the “History of Montgom-

View of Mountain Road near Northville
Post card dated 1909

ery and Fulton County” by F.W. Beers.

Years ago before trucks and plows and all our modern equipment, the town highways were divided into
districts. Folks living on the country roads were responsible for keeping their section of road in passable condition. They were called “Overseers” and
were appointed by the commissioner of highways.
Often they would take care of the road from their
property for maybe 1/4 to one mile to the next farm.
A road commissioner kept track of each section of
road, making sure that it was properly cared for.

1798 “We have laid out a road beginning at the
bank of Hunter’s Creek, opposite of Isaac Van Tyler’s house thence on a straight line northerly six
rods east of a certain pine tree etc etc etc” Highway
commissioners; Daniel Mc Donald and Joseph Slocum
Commissioner’s of Highway
From ”History of Fulton County” by Washington Frothingham

Obviously the Town of Northampton has employed many men since 1791 to care for our roads. There
isn’t a day during the week that we don’t see them toiling for us to keep us safe, not only on the roads
but along the sides of the highways cleaning up trash that we’ve haphazardly throw out of our cars, or
removing road kill, plowing snow, sometimes all night long. Here’s is the 2020 job description that
our current Highway Superintendent , Ken Cramer, shared with me “The job description of a town highway superintendent is, to supervise and direct the daily operation
of the highway department and its employees. Some of the duties that are included
would be the maintenance, care and repair of designated town roads as well as the
bridges and culverts within the town, including snow and ice removal and tree and
roadside brush removal. Also included would be overseeing the maintenance and
repairs to our vehicles and equipment as well as the town facilities. As highway superintendent I also oversee the curbside pickup and hauling of residential garbage
as well as the maintenance of several of the cemeteries located within the town .
Ken Cramer
Pages from a 1922 Town of
Northampton Highway Account Time Book.
Some other names listed in
the book: Clarence Cramer,
John Bennett, Geo. Robinson,
Charles Groff, Eugene Burgess, Oscar Horton, Frank
Cramer, Henry Sweet,
Stephen Sweet, Geo. Gifford,
Thomas Palmateer. Eugene
Hammond, L. Wood, Willie
Hayden, Wm. Collins, Duella
Fountain. Ellery Schoolcraft
and many more, some names
are hard to read.

Highway Superintendents
1914 to present
1914

Frank Willard

1914 - 1917 George H. Sweet
Appointed due to tie in election,
resigned November 28, 1917
1917 - 1926

George H. Mead

1926 - 1928

George J. Robinson

1928 - 1930

George H. Mead

1930 - 1932

John Delaney

1932

George Mead

1933

Clark Mead

1934 - 1946 Thomas Palmateer
1946 - 1948

Ernest Culver

1948 - 1975 Clark Palmateer
Died in 1975
1975 - 1981 Leland Davis
Appointed Feb 1975
1982- 1987
Bradley Quillan
Appointed April 14, 1987, resigned
September 1987
1987 - 2004 Howard Bennett
Appointed October 1987 resigned
December 31, 2004
2005 - 2017 Christopher Richardson
Appointed January 1, 2005
2018 - currently Kenneth Cramer
Let’s not forget the Superintendent’s crew
that are out there to serve us in all kinds of
weather. Give them your support.

Howard “Tobe” Bennett

Highway reports:
1
9
4
6

1935 Resolution to abandon road near Palmateer’s
1945 Supervisor Frank Langr reported: The
public demand for better roads, passable at all
hours of the day and night, poses an added
responsibility upon the Town today. The cost
of giving the public these services cost the taxpayers almost twenty thousand dollars yearly
compared to about five thousand dollars spent
for the same purpose twenty years ago.
1945 Notice hereby given: That pursuant to
section 142 Highway Law of 1945 and by
recommendation of the Superintendent of
Highway to purchase highway equipment at
a cost not in excess of $500.00.
1948 Maple Grove Road will officially be
known as County Road 143
1951 Highway Superintendent Palmateer recommended the purchase of truck and snow
plowing equipment cost at least $500.00, but
not to exceed $3500.

To quote Joanne Blaauboer, “It’s the icing on the cake”

Some local Northville ladies
out for lunch at the Alhambra
Mabel Lester Van Arnam
Marion Van Arnam Mosher
Ruth Mace
Ola Weaver Thompson
Ruth Craig
Elnora Brownell Carmen
Esther Johnson Langworthy
Jane Aston
Marge Coloney (I think)
Looks like maybe the outing was
to celebrate something for Esther.
She has a gift in her hands.

